INTRODUCTION
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, a landmark of international diplomacy and one of the world's most important international environmental treaties, was opened for signature in December 1982.
2 Elisabeth Mann Borgese, who served in several capacities related to its negotiation, died some 20 years later in February 2002 having devoted much of her career to protecting the ocean. This article focuses on Elisabeth's work leading up to the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS III), the negotiations that produced the Convention. 1973, participants entered into nine years of negotiations unprecedented in size and scope and drafted a convention unique in international law. 4 Elisabeth began researching ocean governance in 1967, just months before the General Assembly established an ad-hoc committee to study uses of the seabed beyond national jurisdiction.
